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International Index to Performing Arts 
 

Journals can be a hugely valuable resource for your studies, particularly if you wish to keep up to date with 
the very latest news and research developments within your field. Many journals are published on a 
regular basis (often weekly or monthly) and their content is typically more specialised and up-to-date 
than what you would usually find in most published books.  

 

Here at LIPA, we subscribe to a large number of journals. Some of these are available as print copies, with 
the latest issues available from the journal shelves on the upper floor and back issues kept in the rolling 
stacks. Other journals are only available in an electronic format and require a LIPA login in order to access 
them. IIPA (International Index to Performing Arts) is a database that provides you with an easy way to 
search through many of these electronic journals at once. 

 

The database contains indexing and abstracts for more than 260 international periodicals, plus full text 
coverage for more than 100 of the indexed journals. The database currently includes half a million 
records, the majority from the most recent ten years of each journal. The journals included within IIPA 
cover a broad spectrum of the arts and entertainment industry - including dance, drama, theatre, 
stagecraft, musical theatre, circus performance, opera, pantomime, puppetry, magic, performance art, 
film, television and more. 

 

  

 

 

After logging in with your LIPA username and password, select IIPA from the list of databases and you will 
be taken to the main search page for the database. To begin, try to search for a topic you are interested in, 
such as a person, subject or work of art. 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Enter your key search 

terms and click:   
 

You may wish to 
restrict your results 
using these 
checkboxes. You can 
select to only see 
results which have Full 
text, which are from 
Peer reviewed 
(academic) journals, 
or results which are 
not reviews. 
 

You can access IIPA by clicking on the 
‘Electronic Resources’ button on the LRC 
website or your Moodle homepage.  
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IIPA will list any 
matches to your 
search.  
 
If the database 
contains the full text 
of a particular article, 
you can access it by 
clicking on Full text 
(which will show you 
the text of the title) or 
Full Text PDF (which 
will provide you with a 
scanned copy of the 
original article). 
 

Use the right hand panel to narrow down your 
search results. There are a number of different ways 
in which you can do this. 
 
You may wish to narrow your search by type of 
resource. For example, if you wish to only look at the 
more in-depth, academic material available, you can 
choose to only view records from ‘Scholarly 
Journals’.  
  
You can also choose to look at records from a 
broader or narrower subject, items published in a 
specific location or restrict the results you see 
according to the date on which they were published. 
 

Use the  buttons to view all the available options. 
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You can also perform a  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

You can also perform 
a more specific search 
by selecting the 
‘Advanced Search’ 
option, which gives 
you a much wider 
range of parameters 
to define. 
 

 

Rather than going 
through the articles 
one-by-one, you may 
wish to handle several 
at once. In order to 
select multiple 
articles, check the tick 
box on the left hand 
side of each records. 
 
Once selected you can 
choose to email, print 
or save all of the 
selected articles.  
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For further help and advice ask at the LRC. 
Staff will be happy to help you! 

 
LRC@lipa.ac.uk   0151 330 3111 

 
IIPA also allows you to set up email alerts or RSS feeds. These enable you to 
receive notification when anything new is added to IIPA which matches your 
search terms.  This is particularly useful if you have an ongoing research 
project. 
 
Once selected you can choose to email, print or save all of the selected 
articles  
 
 

 

 

IIPA has a new feature called My 
Research. 

This allows you to create an account 
within IIPA that enables you to:  

 Save articles, images and searches 

 Organize research with folders 

 Add tags and create lists to share 

 Set ProQuest preferences 

 Manage alerts and RSS feeds 

 
Note: My Research accounts are 
optional. Occasional users probably 
won’t need one. 
 
 
Once selected you can choose to email, 
print or save all of the selected articles  
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