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International Bibliography of Theatre & Dance with Full Text offers a wide range of 
full text and citation information.  It comprises a fully indexed, cross-referenced and 
annotated databank of over 60,000 journal articles, books, book articles and 
dissertation abstracts on all aspects of theatre and performance in 126 countries.  
You will need your LIPA user name and password to access the database. 

Basic Search 

Enter your search terms in the Search box.  The database uses the following search 
operators: 

‘And’ combines search terms so that each result contains all of the terms. For 
example, search ‘comedy’ and ‘farce’ to find only articles that contain 
both terms. 

‘Or’ combines search terms so that each result contains at least one of the 
terms. For example, search ‘comedy’ or ‘farce’ to find results that 
contain either term. 

‘Not’ excludes terms so that each result does not contain the term that 
follows the not operator. For example, search ‘comedy’ not ‘farce’ to 
find results that contain the term ‘comedy’ but not the term ‘farce’. 

Searching 
for 

phrases 

If you enter the search phrase "sink or swim" in double quotation marks 
the database searches for the exact phrase. If the phrase is not 
enclosed in quotes, the database treats or as a search operator, and 
finds results with either "sink" or "swim." 

Search options 

When conducting your search, the database offers a number of ways for you to limit 
or expand your search. Some of the most useful of these are highlighted below: 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

You can choose 
to only see results 
that provide full 
text coverage, 
excluding those 
only offering an 
abstract or 
citation. 

This option will search for your terms 
throughout the full text, rather than 
just within the title and abstract. 

This option enables you to restrict 
your search to the more academic 
publications within the database. 

You may also restrict your search 
according to the type of publication 
in which the material was 
published. 

You may restrict 
your search to 
articles published 
within a specific 
timeframe. 



 

 

Your Results 

Your results will appear in a numbered list. Click on the article title to see the article’s 
full item record. If the full text is available (as in the examples above), click on 

 or  to read the article.  

The blue menu on the left hand side of the page offers a variety of ways to quickly 

refine your results according to a number of criteria. Simply click on the  button 
next to each heading to see a list of the options available to you. 

 If you wish to collate a number of articles without opening each individually, click the 

button next to each article. This folder is then accessible from the top 
right hand corner of your screen. Within this folder, you will be able to Print, Email or 
Export your list of articles in a number of formats. 

Further search options are available via the blue title bar at the top of the search 
page. 

 

 

 

 

For further help and advice contact the Learning Resources Centre. 

LRC@lipa.ac.uk  0151 330 3111 

Begin a new search. Browse through an 
alphabetical list of all 
publications covered 
within the database. 

Search through the 
database’s collection of 
images. 

Browse through various 
indexes of the database 
holdings. 
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